
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



160 [A«g. 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

J-'mm July 20, till August 20. 

Slvetlast»TEport, the weather has changed from very dry to much rain. The potato 
and oat crops have been generally improved by it, but the continuance of so much wet 
has ,n many districts brought on a mildew in the wheat, which, added to the blast, 
that made some appearance during the dry weather, is likely to occasion a great defi- 
ciency both in the quality and quantity of that grain. 

The crops of flax, about which so much apprehension was entertained, have impro- 
ved beyond the most sanguine expectationsof the farmer; and it is now the general opi- 
nion that there will not be so gre;il a deficiency of that valuable material as Was at first 
apprehended. In many parts of the countrv, there appears a commendable disposition 
to save seed ; the present wet weather is unfavourable lor it, but if a change takes place 
soon, (here is much reason for hoping, that a considerable quantity of good seed, will 
be in the hands of the farmers next season ; and that we shall not be so dependant on a 
f (feign supply, as we have hitherto been. 

The late craps of hay, although much greater than the early ones, at e likely to suffer 
bythe present rains, and their owners to lose hi quality what tbey have gained in quan- 
tity, by delaying to cut them. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

By the last accounts from America, it appears that on the arrival of the intelli- 
gence that our government had refused to ratify the treaty made by their ambassador, 
a great ferment took place in the United State*. We anxiously wait for further intel- 
ligence, as there is reason to expect, that strong measures of retaliation will be adopt- 
ed by their government. The Federalists to whom the change of system, from the 
policy of Thomas Jefferson's administration, appears to have t>eeh principally owing, 
have had a short-lived triumph, from the expectations that all matters had been amicably 
settled with Great Britain ; but the.disappointed hope will now probably increase the po- 
pular irritation. If America resist with full energy, our government will probably 
in the end concede with a bad grace to their confirmed and renovated opposition, and 
grant the terms which by the non-ratification of the treaty they have unwisely re- 
jected. In the mean time, we may expect at home, laboured defences of our adminis- 
tration on the ground of their conduct being supposed to tend to promote the selfish 
interests of these countries, whether the measures are consistent with justice or not ; a 
rise on. American produce, still further increased by the schemes of speculators, 
and if matters are not speedily accommodated, another year's defective supply of 
flax-seed,, attended with all that want of real and effective patriotism which cha- 
racteriaed the proceedings at the period of the last Armagh meeting. 

The merchants of Glasgow have taken alarm at an act of last session, by which 
part of the duty on foreign linens, on exportation had been withdrawn, and have 
memorialed the board of trade in London on the subject. They have written for 
the concurrence of the linen trade in this country in the opposition to this mea- 
sure. Any interference will probably be ineffectual, as the board of trade allege 
the measure is calculated to counteract the interests of nentrals and permit our 
own merchants, to meet foreign linens in distant markets, on equal terms. It is also 
a question which admits of much discussion, how far it is just to prevent the inhabi- 
tants of the West Indies, from receiving linens whether foreign or of British and 
Irish manufacture, so that they may have the choice of taking whichever may be 
found cheapest or best. The interference of governments in matters of trade is 
generally prejudicial; the language of the merchants of France to old Colbert, 
" leave us to ourselves," is generally the best advice, as their plans are 
frequently only calculated to attempt to remedy one blunder by a succes- 
sion of others. The true axiom of trade is to leave all to a fair competition of 
buyers and sellers to take care of their own interests, -Without indulging that fond- 
ness for meddling, to which statesmen often vainly think themstlves competent. — 
The countryman who, thought he could regulate the seasons to better advantage, 
was not more mistaken, than some statesmen at the head of certain boards, who 
arrogate to themselves the abilities to manage trade, and who are nattered in 
these conceits by the applauses of the venal or of the unreflecting; while the 
inclination to exercise power, and to taste the sweets of patronage in dispensing 
favours, forms the primary object of office. 



